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§)ySTHESIS  OF  THE  AGRARIAN  ilEASUKES  TAKEN  BY 
XHE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  REPUBLIC,  GENERAL  OF 
DIVISION  LAZABO  CARDENAS,  IN  THE  NOBTHEEN 
TEBRITOBY  OP  LOWER  CALIFORNIA. 

The  Mexican  Depaitmeut  of  Press  and  Publicity,  wWdi 
sponsors  this  important  series  of  lectures  broadcasted  by  the 
VifOfitxf  Kit  F4)S^9»  J4U^r9,  Im  |ti»dly  invited  me  to  expound  in 
broad  lines,  the  agrarian  BMunuee,  which  the  Preadent  of  the  Re- 
public, Genwal  of  Division  Uiwiro  G&rdenas,  has  taken  in  the 
Northern  Territory  of  Lower  California,  in  compliance  with 
the  LaAV  and  as  a  substantial  part  of  a  broad  policy  for  reoi^anii- 
ing  the  economic  and  social  conditions,  prevailing  in  this  distant 
pmifiinlBy  mtifff  rt*  ojiir  jcouAtry's  territory. 

Taking  into  account  the  main  pnrpoie  of  this  periodical  broad 
casting  i.  e.  to  strengthen  always  more  doady  the  bonds  of  fri«iid. 
ship  which  bring  together  the  Mexican  (Government  and  foreign 
nations,  I  think  it  useful,  before  staking  the  main  theme  of  my 
Icietwc^  to  frfietch  in  a  few  Avords  the  general  conditions  which  the 
Government  wishes  to  modify  and  the  most  striking  aspects  of 
its  general  action,  which  tends  to  develop  along  wholly  harmo- 
nious lines. 

I  ^'juah  to  state,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  changes  which  the 
T^irae  of  mral  ptopwrty  should  undergo  by  way  of  the  Agrarian 
BefoTBi,  can  only  be  andentood  in  aU  their  transcendental  historical 
meaning,  if  one  looks  at  them  as  a  base  for  the  substantial  trans- 
formation through  which  Miexictf's  x«fv(dntioBary  movement  intends 
to  recover  in  a  short  time,  the  backwardness  of  aevtttf  tetttnles. 

In  the  case  of  Lower  Califbraia,  the  enforcement  of  the 
Agrarian  Laws  has  a  paramount  meaning,  for  other  special  reasons. 
It  bdongs  to  the  fwiit  recovery  prc^ram  which  the  President  of 
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cnltuial  solidarity  and  econmnic  intercowrw  between  these  distaat 
territories  and  the  rest  of  the  BepubUc,  so  M  to  HMke  iorm 

an  integral  portion  of  our  Nationality. 

To  regulate  land  tenure  is  to  commence  transfonning  the  exist- 
ing eonditkniB  "with  th«  essential  facts  of  its  economy" ;  it  is  the 
fint  condition  nfieeasaiy  '*to  obtain  a  more  numerous  Mexican 
population  in  this  peninsnla,  to  giro  it  a  mmn  efficient  protec: 
tion  and  to  incorporate  it  in  the  economic  and  social  life  of 
our  Nationality,  preserving  and  strengthening  the  cfharacterfslic 
features  of  our  own  culture,  instead  of  continuing  to  struggle 
nnsBCCessfully  as  it  does  now,  against  the  unfavorable  conditions 
created  in  the  border  sone  by  the  prozimi^  ot  nkore  improved 
fordgn  economic  systems". 

The  Northern  portion  of  Lower  California  is  dominated  by  a 
few  large  landed  estates,  all  of  them  identified  in  a  single  one.  1*08e 
who  have  monopolized  land  and  water  property  have  always  fol- 
lowed the  tactics  of  the  great  landlords,  i.  e.  to  prevent  the  popiila- 
tion  from  becoming  economicaUy  strong  and  independent,  creating 
an  intermediate  class  of  tenants  subjected  to  their  weal,  who  con- 
trflrate  with  all  their  efforts  to  defend  the  private  interests  of 
their  lord. 

The  class  consciousness  of  the  small  tenants,  who  AwU 
take  sides  with  the  ejido  peasants,  since  both  groups  are  specifically 
profited  by  the  Constitution,  was  in  a  certain  way  appealed  to 
by  the  great  landlords.  Their  policy  consisted  in  making  the  smaU 
tenants  feel  inclined  to  support  the  interests  of  the  large  eatlitea, 
creating  a  dangerous  misconcej)ti<)n  in  one  of  tlie  factors  of  prodnc- 
tion,  which  constitutes  with  the  ejidos  the  twofold  sustenance  of 
the  new  economic  rural  policy  of  Mexico. 

This  previous  explanation  was  necessary  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  movement  promoted  by  the  great  landown«»'  to 
mislead  public  opinion  about  the  agrarian  i-eform  in  this  twri- 

tory. 

The  rnral  people,  devoid  of  land  in  a  district  where  there  i» 
sufficient  of  it  to  meet  their  needs,  even  if  it  were  more  denidly 
populated,  took  advantage  of  the  President's  message  in  which  1^ 
economic  and  rational  improvement  of  the  Territories  is  fostered, 
to  insist  T%wrwudy.  on  the  donatitm  of  ejidos.  3ome  of  the  ap^ 
piicKnta  iwd  «ifle«ei»  not  laog  «go»  rectl«aio»         pmtA  cOmf 
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of  Islas  Marias  for  having  urged,  tfce  enforeiMfiBtol  th*  ««»n*tt 

laws  in  the  Northern  Territory  of  Lower  CalifonWa. 

These  peasants  are  particularly  weU  prepared  for  tilling  tiw 
WHl,  they  axe  pwfectly  trained,  have  a  great  sense  of  responsibility 
a»d  are  hwABned  by  a  eontinuous  struggle  to  subdue  an  and  hos- 
tfle  country.  TUa  it  an  «»5ellen*hiB8«  fwtor,  that  never  attained 
to  the  possession  of  the  land  and  coidd  never  get  k«ldof  the  m^ns 
of  making  it  afford  welfare  for  tiiemiidvea,  wiio  fertili«  it  wttt 

their  efforts  and  their  pains. 

▲s  regards  the  working  conditions  which  existed  in  the  North 
Of  Loww  Caltfomia,  these  were  more  unfavorable  to  the  laborer 
than  thoee  witfdi  prevailed  in  the  Laguna  District  before  tlie 
Agrarian  Reform  was  introduced.  In  thi.  diatrict  it  was  possible 
to  eliminate  for  the  first  time  the  long  standing  economic  eonfliet 
between  the  ejido  and  the  large  estate,  in  order  to  estaUish  the  two 
erdnsive  land  regimes  guaranteed  by  the  Mexican  Revolution: 
the  ejido  and  the  small  farms. 

ftnrt  of  ail  it  should  be  known  that  President  C4rdenas  has 
followed  a  very  praiaeworttty  pdUcy  of  depuration  imposing  a 
severe  corrective  to  the  officials,  wiio  had  ndriaterpreted  hie  inten- 
tions and  baffled  the  rules  of  strict  probity  w*ich  he  has  establish- 
ed in  pubUc  Ufe.  In  this  manner  the  program  of  the  President 
for  incorporating  the  territories  in  the  national  body,  could  be 
canted  out  Witt  ti»e  full  cooperation  of  the  civil  authorities  and 
the  mlMtary  diiefii,  to  wlioae  tenae  of  duty  and  revolutionary 
righteousness  may  be  ascrfted  a  great  part  of  tte  mnemt  of  the 
enterprise,  wtich  I  will  further  tiy  to  summarise. 


In  his  message  tot  tiie  recovery  of  the  Territories,  the  President 
of  the  Republic  advised  the  Agrarian  Department  of  the  necearity 
"of  increasing  the  number  of  commissions  set  up  for  fixing  the  land 
endowments  and  restitute  lands  and  water"  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  giving  course  in  this  way  to  the  claims  of  the  peasants  of 
Lower  California  and  Quintana  Roo,  who  formeriy  had  been  apply- 
ing for  ejidos.  Afterwards,  on  March  14  of  tte  present  year,  he  i»- 
sped  a  decree  from  the  city  of  Oaxaca,  whereby  the  prompt  resolu- 
tion and  di^  eooaideration  to  the  applications  for  land  distribution 
in  tiie  Kerttem  and  Soattem  aJewitoiy  of  Lower  CSalifomia  was 
ordained. 
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In  shortj  this  decree  recognized  qualifications  for  exercising 
agrarian  rights,  to  all  the  groups  of  population,  which  existed  before 
tke  coloiuzatioii  dmtor  iwaed  iu  Aprily  19^,  bj^  whidi.tba  l^iepart- 
BVQrt  erf  AgficQltore  auAoriaed  a  eanotm  ow&ig  lai^  estates,  to 
dWide  and  seH  All  their  land  to  Mexican  peasants  on  a  plan  of  colon- 
ization. The  decree  stated  the  existence  of  large  areas  that  would 
be  suft'icienl  to  meet  all  the  applications  for  assignment  of  lands 
excluding  from  distribution  the  small  farms  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  fihy  hectares  of  irrigated  land  or  its  equivalent,  provided 
timt  tibe  owii^  had  th^  property  titles  dvify  bocdced  ott  the  B^gister 
of  Real  EMate.  It-  j^-otected  consequently  the  farmers  who  bought 
their  land  within  the  limits  hereabove  stated.  It  assigned  for  ejidos 
the  best  lands  available  and  provided  allotment  of  the  exceeding 
areas  with  a  view  ol  promoting  further  colonization.  It  established 
Ike  relations  between  natural  conditions  of  soil  and  climate  and  the 
resources  necessuy  for  sutafaUng  a  Ittnily  of  fwaacars^  as  a  means 
of  fixing  the  extent  of  the  areas  to  be  widowed.  FiniUly  it  was 
ordained  that  in  agrarian  matters,  all  the  l^al  dispositions  should 
be  strictly  obser\ed,  so  that  the  peasants  might  claim  the  rights 
which  the  laws  concede  to  them. 

As  may  be  noticed,  the  decree  intends  to  safeguard  firmly  the 
two  recbnea  of  proparty  eateblished  by  art  27  ^  our  Ppl&tieal 
GbnistitBtion :  tl»  e|bdo  and  the  small  rural  propwty,  actually 
Under  cultivation;  the  latter  has  been  defined  with  uttermost 
liberality,  following  the  precedent  established  in  the  resolution 
of  the  agrarian  problem  of  the  Lagnna  District.  As  to  the  large 
estates,  they  were  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  others  that 
were  ^eeted  tim^faont  the  Bepublic,  and  this  is  only  fair  and 
lawfuL 

Faithful  to  his  purpose  of  attending  personally  the  solution 
of  the  national  problems  or  delegating  the  chiefs  of  the  official 
Departments  to  settle  things  directly  on  the  spot,  the  President 
of  the  Bepublic  ordered  that  I  was  to  go  to  the  Northern  Territory 
of  Lower  didif oraiUi,  in  my  capacity  of  Head  of  tiic  J^i-arian 
Department,  in  order  to  carry  out  his  respectable  ptoviitoM  <nd 
enforce  the  law  with  utmost  consideration  for  the  interests  of  the 
rural  masses. 

All  applications  for  land  allotments  were  given  consideration 
within  the  legal  terms,  strictly  following  the  usual  ]gMfmii»gB 
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on  the  matter.  But  no  sooner  Were  the  firit  cases  asMedy  thece 

ai'ose  an  antagonical  current  against  our  work.  This  move- 
ment waa  inatigated  by  the  big  land  owners,  who  misled  the  small 
ffwtiers,  tettiiita  and  w^mm,  mrfiig  them  as  an  instrument  for 
spreading  alambig  new«,  in  spite  of  tto  «tt|de  protectto*  wUdi 

the  presidential  decree  conceded  to  their  lawful  rights. 

For  this  agitation  campaign  the  usual  means  were  put  forth: 
parades,  obstruction  of  public  places  by  groups  of  petitioners,  prei>s 
-Mi  ^eaittpaign,  and  finally  many  requests  that  contained 

meaO^  ev»Mm  etelemett^  braugfat  forth  certain  particular 
cases  which  inefvitably  ahraya  arise  When  a  iMIdhQldiBg  regime 
is  changed.  In  these  requests  the  withdtawal  df  tiie  MSnS  Agtariaa 
Commission  was  solicited,  although  this  Commission  was  working 
very  rfHdently,  carrying  the  President's  instructions  with  strictly 
fcfal^teriimi:  ttey  argued  that  the  new  regime  would  very 
badfy  «ffM*  liie  iiifttt^  who  would  lose  their  money 

and  their  efforts;  they  stated  enggera*^ 

economic  catastrophe;  they  claimed  inafftectabffity  of  laAda  whfch 
feQ  under  the  law  of  endowments  and  they  asserted  —as  had  been 
equally  asserted  before  in  the  Laguna  District—  that  the  National 
0C  ii^ido  Credit  would  not  be  able  to  give  the  necessary 
aerviee  to  the  ^dos  and  &iaUy  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  sow 
in  due  time  to  riite  ^riMd  es«^' 

The  President  of  the  Republic  destroyed  1*e  hMit  obJecli<rtt% 
issuing,  on  April  3,  new  instructions  from  Acatl^in,  State  of  PueMa, 
where  he  was  staying  at  the  time,  on  an  official  tour.  Here  it  was 
oi^atted  Itet  tile  tenuMs,  affectable  according  to  the  law  of 
endowments,  could  be  imtoediately  distributed,  but  ihat  the  ©rops 
should  be  previously  raised  according  to  legal  provisions,  by 
tiiose  who  had  done  the  sowing  and  cultivation.  The  National 
Bank  of  EJido  Credit  was  inatructed  to  operate  with  all  the  fi- 
nancial concerns,  which  were  in  conditions  to  give  service  during 
the  present  land  tilling,  and  operate  with  the  others  for  the  next 

period. 

She  Ogam  m4  which  I  will  further  mention,  demon- 
strate hew  groundless  were  their  tears  aofl  how  «ceMen8  tiie 

arguments  brought  forth  by  the  group  that  was  nmnoeuvered  1^  <iic 

big  estate  owners. 

ifrtt  tin  Missi  ^^pw^a  ^TffWifflrf'A"^  the  FlM&dent  affirmed 
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Jm  pol^  by  trartuic  to  i^^  m  lnfw%  ^  mmtmgmmiA 

0l  the  ejido  distdbiitkn  Mid  »pf ran^  all  iteirtepk 


But  as  the  agitation  did  not  cease,  it  was  necessary  for  the 
I J  cad  of  the  Agrarian  Department  to  make  a  second  visit  to  the 
Territory  of  Lo^wer  CaUfonm^  .yristik  imft^^  fymk  the  lughw 
authorities  to  enforee  the  preridential  decree  ehore.  nwfitioaedy  as 
well  as  the  ordinance  of  April  80^  w4iieh  confirmed  the  inTiolability 
of  the  small  rural  property,  advising  expressly  that  the  ejidos 
should  be  located  outside  the  area,  actually  cultivated  by  coloniza- 
tion contracts,  and  charging  tlie  Agency  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Ejido  Credit  to  pay  wmgexmMwB  Jor  wmk  and  ii^reetmMitiy 
antimrised  to  the  f«mer  Iradownerfftof  the  affeetef^^-as«a%  ia  eoeh 
cases  as  they  had  made  arrangements  and  contracts  witii  the- 
peasants.  To  all  those  who  had  sown  crops,  the  necessary  time  was 
conceded  to  raise  tlio  harvest  before  the  ejido  peaeants  were  allow- 
ed to  take  possession  of  the  land. 

On  thki  oceaidon  the  Fedeiml  fiseentive  showed  its  respect- 
fofaiess.  for  ^  uomU  rnral  properisf  aeteaOy  indep  cnltivi^tott,  rad 
eonsid^ng  the  information  forwarded  1^  the  Bepartraent  of 
Agricnltnre,  ordained  to  i-espect  the  rights  of  198  settlers,  who  ^ 
work  a  total  area  of  11,452  hectares,  6  ares. 

The  President  concluded  stating :  "the  Executive  Power  vested 
in  me  reiterates  its  sixusere  desire  that  the  entire  p<4^1ation  of  the 
Tenltoxy  should  be  «ware  timt  the  g^tital  jGMwrennpept  is  ajHxkmi 
to  setfle  the  agrarian  problem,  whidi  not  only  concnns  this 
Territory  bnt  the  w4ole  Nation,  in  accordance  with  the  Law  and 
respectful  of  its  dispositions.  Care  is  taken  at  the  same  time  of  the 
farmers  not  concerned  with  the  ejidos.  The  Executive  expects 
therefore  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Peninsula  to  asume  a  patriotic 
attitude". 

Ihe  ejido  peasants  have  always  demonstrated  Iheir  wttUngness 
to  fulfil  legal  provisions  and  presidential  ordbianeesL 

The  final  attitude  of  the  settlers,  tenants  and  small  fanners 
of  the  Valley  of  Mexicali  proved  also  to  be  patriotic  and  praise- 
worthy. They  abandoned  their  former  hostility,  when  they  realized 
their  mistake.  Officials  the  Agrarian  Department,  <tf  the 
Beparfmcnt  of  Agriculture,  of  the  local  gbwommt,  of  tte  M«tioaal 
Bank  of  Ejido  Oredit,  as  w^  as  schoolteaehem  whose  aetiTity  hM 
been  blamed  as  vexatious  and  unjust  --oil  Wtet  to  the  fields  and 


4T^jfijiM^>  plaiw^  the  asuMwess  wluch  the  Pretideat  of  the  SqpMAttc 
was  giving  to  prc^eet  amy  ns|MN^aide  fii^t 

Afterwards,  on  May  10  and  11,  the  offidals  held  a  mooting 

with  the  representatives  of  the  settlers,  the  tenants  and  small 
farmers,  in  which  were  also  present  the  commissioners  of  the  ejidos 
and  the  League  of  Agi»rian  Communities,  and  here  each  of  the 
social  gi«mps  represrated  bad  the  opportaaity  to  expound  its 
particular  viewpoints  rat  the  muAtm 

At  the  same  time  the  answer  of  liio  Head  of  the  Agesrlan 
Department  to  the  petition  of  the  settlers  and  small  farmers  was 
published.  Here  each  point  was  analyzed  in  connection  with  the 
omUnanceoraiid  the  decrees,  to  which  1  have  already  alluded,  espos- 
ji^  the  teath  ahont  the  wMiieMi  atatosMnta  made  by  the  peti- 
tlonma 

For  the  purpose  of  the  present  leetnre,  It  will  autfioe  to  steta 

that  this  study,  formed  with  statistical  data  and  documents  in  tte 
case,  and  published  under  the  title  of  "Algunos  Aspectos  del  Pro- 
Uema  Agrario  en  el  Territorio  Norte  de  la  Baja^  Calif omia'' 
;-^<ABtaa  aspoeta  of  Oo  Agiuiiui  PiobkHB  in  the  N<»rthem  Territory 
of  Lmr  CkiHfteola)— ,  smd  to  cofidUate  the  apparent  dtt> 
ferences  which  existed  between  Ihe  groups  and  Aa^^  tho  IstaMr 
inconfonnity  of  the  settlers  and  small  farmers  into  draionstratiens 
of  full  confidence  in  the  righteousness  of  President  Cdrdenas  and 
fai  mpfort  <rf  his  Government.  This  was  helped  not  only  by  the 
argOMttts  esquressed  im  Ihe  above  msntaoned  publication,  but  also 
by  the  broadminded  diseusioiis  which  led  to  settle  the  methods  for 
paying  compensations  and  indenmities  for  agrieoltaial  impleneois» 
the  valuation  of  the  products  and  time  given  for  raising  the  cropa. 


A  stm  better  Idea  of  tiie  efftdent  agrarian  woik  carried  out 

in  the  Northern  Territory  of  Lower  Gaiifwnia  l>y  the  Pr«dd«it  of 
the  Republic,  may  be  had  by  taking  into  account  the  statiqUeal 
data  that  follow. 

Up  to  the  fifth  of  June  38  ejidos  were  assigned  in  the  Valley 
©f  Mexicali,  of  which  18  bdong  to  provisional  grants  and  20  to 
final  holdings,  covering  a  total  area  of  97,121  hectares,  taken 
by  legal  action  from  five  lai^e  estates.  By  that  date  there  remained 
two  agrarian  cases  to  be  settled  by  the  Governor  and  seven  by 
the  Mixed  Agrarian  GoiUiBMoiu  Tisoo  radovpenta  lavowd  4^ 


9 


all  ^  mm  kMte«C «  taay  «ad  tte  Imt  ^IMw  wM  ah— Mjt^W 

pe»iaiit8,  be  gnrnted,  wiU  tcagftt  msam  588  peaawto  more*  ' 

The  TijiMUim  ddegation  had  four  cases  pending  aud  that  d 

Ensenada  two. 

The  National  Bank  of  Ejido  Credit  —according  to  official 
data  eadating  in  the  ingtitatWH-  had  gtasiad  ap  to  May  28  hmg^ 
torn  kawfwf  Mt^WSJT  peaoaaaA  leaaa  for....... 

|812;MKL15  pem  totaUing  $902,e8a<»  pmm. 

The  payments  to  be  made  in  the  months  of  June,  July  and 
August,  until  harvest  time,  are  estimated  in  $588,240.00  pesos  of 
which  $302,040.00  pesos  will  be  spent  in  advance  money  on  1,678 
ejido  peasants;  1 64,260.00  pesos  on  male  forrage;  f  21^(^.00  pesea 
en  water  aiippiy  far  iRigate  af  l%m 

iBTealed  in  parchaaiiig  matfiinery,  males  and  equipment;  bat  it  ta 
estimated  that  the  total  gam  of  long-term  credits  will  not  exceed 
2  million  pesoa 

The  number  of  hectares  planted  with  cotton  on  ejido  fields, 
aaloonta  to  10,796,  on  which  387  tons  of  seeda  ware  ased«  (The 
attar  porttof  of  Hie  0ida  land  waa  idrnd^  aMM  anibiiy 
«len  e|Uto  eadawanofta  wwa  made  ttid  tonaa  iMve  eoBMMM 

to  the  ownm  to  ttise  the  crops.)  About  the  end  of  May,  germina- 
tion in  sown  fields  had  begun  in  80%  of  the  total  extension  and 
prospects  looked  good. 

As  sowings  had  been  made  lathar  lato  in  40%  af  tiha  fi^ds^ 
ef^MMtaa  ef  tiie  barMat  warn  dnK#a  ap  itt  a  vary  eonaaaaativa 
wBjy  btfltt  doe  to  Ite  aliaaiiaa  at  ha&rtoma,  abaan^^  <tf  paMa  and 
plenty  of  water,  these  estimates  will  surely  prove  low.  It  is  expect- 
ed that  a  minimum  of  five  and  a  half  hundred  wiiight  of  cotton  will 
be  harvested  per  hectare,  i.  e.  11,786  bales  of  230  Kgrs.  each. 

Money  haa  been  aaved  in  the  purchase  of  draught  animals; 
a  aerviee  of  prorMon  stores  has  been  rapidly  organized;  the 
peasants  were  offered  the  benefit  of  pnrchaaing  merchandiae  at 
wholesale  ibices,  in  the  village  atorea  and  shops.  In  this  way 
$182,000.00  pesos  will  be  saved  up  to  next  December;  all  the  pur- 
chases of  implements  were  made  directly  by  the  credit  societies, 
who  first  study  prices,  discuss  brands  and  sign  personally  their 
orders.  The  agrarian  officials  and  the  National  Bank  of  Ejido 
Credit  lAve  limited  fhdr  aefion  to  give  advlea  and  Mkrve  Hia  la* 
tiareits  of  t&e  peasants. 

Due  to  the  training  of  the  peasants  of  this  region  it  will  be 
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eaqr  to  liava  eaeh  ^sda  promptly  oi^aniied  into  an  independent 
responsible  body,  capable  of  solving  ito  own  int^nai  affairs.  The 
preparedneaa  of  the  peasanto  of  Lewer  C^omia  is  aalfieientiiy 

proved  by  the  fact  that,  while  in  the  Laguna  Distriet  ttie  Bank  had 
to  appoint  and  support  the  expenditure  of  foremen  and  assistants  of 
the  daefs  of  the  zones,  in  the  Northern  District  of  Lower  California, 
tbeaapoato  of  foiisnen  and  assistants  were  occupied  by  the  members 
of  the  ejidos,  without  speeial  e^mditnre  and  it  waa  not  even  neces- 
sary to  appoint  motor  driven  or  meehuiica,  haeaime  all  the  ejida 
communities  have  at  command  this  type  of  qualified  workmen. 

The  peasants  have  also  contributed  to  the  Society  of  Ejido 
Credit  to  which  they  belong  with  some  property  of  their  own,  in 
wder  to  increase  their  collective  means  of  social  and  economic 
proi^raaa. 

^  amall  areas  wkieh  it  waa  not  poaaiida  fo»  Ite  preaent  to 
put  under  cotton  cultivation  and  those  —even  amafler—  whiA 

remained  fallow,  -Rail  be  used  for  summer  crops  and  winter  planto- 
tion  selecting  the  crops  which  will  give  the  best  results  and  highest 
profila  aaewdiag  to  climate  conditions. 

Social  and  educational  action  is  given  special  attention,  as  it 
is  realized  that  land  and  credit  alone  are  not  sufficient  to  transform 
the  rural  economy  of  an  agricultural  district. 

Some  model  sjidoa  have  beea  eonatituted;  the  Governor  of  the 
Territory  has  oi^aniaed  the  House  of  the  Ejido  Peasants,  attended 
in  its  social  action  by  officials  ci  tke  Agrarian  Department 
Delegation  and  of  the  Mixed  Agrarian  Commission;  to  each  ejido 
has  been  put  the  name  of  one  of  the  Federal  States,  and  the  schools 
receive  names  of  eminent  persons,  towns  or  slogans  connected  with 
tliia  Stote;  the  walls  of  the  schools  are  likewise  ornamented 
with  typical  scenes  of  the  Stote  under  whose  patronage  the  ejido 
has  been  put  and,  if  possible,  the  schoolmaster  should  be  native  of 
the  same  State. 

Through  this  system  two  aims  are  kept  in  view :  to  strengthen 
the  spiritual  w^darity  between  the  ejido  peaaanto  of  the  Northern 
Territory  of  Lower  California  and  the  rest  of  tiie  country,  as  is  fiia 
pui'pose  of  the  President,  and  secondly,  to  place  the  ejido  under 
the  protection  of  the  authorities  of  each  State  of  the  Republic,  in 
order  to  aecate  th<^k  ce(q[>eratioB  for  improving  the  school,  lor 
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olilraiiBg  driiokaMie  Water  mj^lj  and  ibtmindBg  Uttib  \qr  UlUe 
<all  the  other  paUic  services. 

Feminine  Leagues  for  Social  Action  are  now  being  success- 
fully orsranized  in  the  Northern  Territory  of  Lower  California.  The 
functions  of  rural  women  in  community  life  have  been  clearly  put 
iwth  hj  the  Piesidmt^  with  a  ?iew  of  wifaliMtioa,  reduetum  of 
Yidaitti  eostoMy  hetter  maMgenieat  ^  donestie  eeotMHOLy,  iB^Pd?e^ 
ttent  of  tiie  spools  and  thoirough  collaboration  with  the  ejido 
peasant.  The  efforts  of  the  Agrarian  Officials  and  of  the  school- 
masters are  focused  towards  the  realization  of  this  plan. 

All  the  Departments  of  the  Federal  Executive  are  supporting 
the  pragma  in  faver  of  the  Xic^ntMy,  wltk^  fiisctauiied  t#  the 
Natiim  oa  SapMber  28;  IMt. 

The  Department  of  Ck^mmnnieations  and  Pnblic  Works  is  ac- 
tively pushing  the  works  of  the  railroads  that  will  connect  Lower 
California  with  the  rest  of  the  Republic,  without  leaving  the 
national  territory;  it  is  furthermore  promotuig  the  couatriijetiQa 
mmA  i»prowiB»t  <rf  the  local  hii^wi^ 

19ie  Department  of  PoUk  Sdneation  enppliea  Bchoolmaaters 
for  the  ejido  schools  and  opens  more  schools  wiiere  it  be  necessary. 

The  Department  of  National  Defense  sees  to  the  safety  and 
protection  of  the  Institutions;  the  Commanders,  Officers  and  troops, 
that  are  presently  detached  in  the  Territory^  not  only  safeguard  the 
pc^olation  but  also  cooperate  in  cartyinf  on  material  ipqurore* 
wumtB  and  pnblie  wmkn. 

The  introduction  of  drinkable  water,  in  charge  of  tiie  Health 
Department,  y^nll  soon  be  a  reality,  thanks  to  the  projects  that 
have  been  worked  put  for  the  distriqtis  of  Mexicali,  Tijuana  md 
Tocate. 

In  the  same  manner  all  the  official  bodies  of  the  Federal 
Eiseeutive  are  cooperating  in  this  noUe  9Aeme  of  recovery. 

The  Oormior  of  the  Territory  has  proved  to  be  a  faithful 

interpreter  of  the  President's  views  in  all  the  measures  which  he 
ordained  with  regards  to  the  Agrarian  Problem.  He  is  an  honor- 
able officer,  eager  to  enforce  the  l^al  prescriptions  and  a  sincere 
revolntiMisty  who  wishes  to  discharge  his  du^  with  the  peasants. 

In  tiie  same  way  as  Mine  landowners  of  the  Laguna  DMa^ 
hare  offered  motn  proprio  their  lands  to  the  agrarian  antiiorities 
for  making  easier  the  endowments,  it  is  no  more  than  right  to 
recognize  that  some  private  concerns  in  the  Valley  of  Mexicali 
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spontaneously  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Commisi^  pwtions  of  land 
to  meet  the  ejido  needs.  Likewise  have  there  been  other  concerns 
that  continued  to  finance  their  former  settlers  or  tenants  after 
they  been  turned  into  ejido  peasants  and  this  proves  their 
wmmm  in  tiie  fofi^  whifk  i»  fuft  fwtfe  1^  fMsi^t  CixdeaM. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  a  word  should  be  said  about 
the  native  tribes.  In  the  Northern  Territory  of  Lower  Cali- 
fornia live  two  ethnic  families:  the  Cucapus  and  the  Uuaypay. 
Tke  foramr,  vtmi  aobdued  vere  wore  than  10,000  in  numbw,  bat 
art  mm  reAaeed  to  atont  20»  fiaiiies.  latter  an  ateaat 
eompletely  extinguiriied. 

The  constant  policy  of  the  large  estates  has  been  to  oppose 
the  economic  and  social  improvement  of  the  Oucapfi's  tribe. 
Forced  back  to  the  mountains  they  became  a  group  of  wood- 
cntteta,  eeaiposadiif  Bbto^  individaiai,  who  lived  a  mlserahle  lite 
a»d  were  given  to  ike  d^avatimig  whid  always  exist  in  an  econo* 
mic  system  which  aims  to  ruin  vital  strength. 

Private  concerns  bought  the  wood  from  the  Cncaptis  for 
^0.80  a  "cuerda'^,  the  sales  price  being  six  times  as  much  in  the 
neighboring  markets,  and  instead  of  paying  them  cash,  they  gave 
them  strong  drinks,  victuals  and  a  few  garments. 

In  the  new  rq^,  tile  Oucapifta  have  received  ti&dr  ejido^ 
which  bears  the  name  of  the  tribe;  tiie  Qovenw  of  Oe  Twritory 
has  taken  provisions  to  build  houses  for  them;  the  streets  have 
been  given  names  of  the  different  aboriginal  tribes  of  the  country 
and  the  field  work  of  these  Indians  is  giving  evidence  of  their 
strikiBg  ability  for  eultivi^iiig  the  soil  and  their  capacity  for  be- 
coming a  prospwom  agrienltnral  people^  wmUag  witii  modem 
methods. 

The  spirit  of  austerity  and  the  strictness  in  keeping  their 
word  of  honor  is  so  gi'eat  among  the  Cucapus,  that  when  the 
National  Bank  of  Ejido  Credit  sent  them  victuals  for  subsisting 
meanwhile  th^  could  c<»im«rice  tilling  the  land,  they  did  not 
touch  them,  because  tii^  had  been  told,  as  a  slogaa,  tlmt  ^he  who- 
does  not  work  has  no  right  ta  ettt^  — and  as  the  work  on  the  land 
had  not  started,  they  thought  it  righteous  not  to  take  advantage 
of  this  food.  It  was  necessary  to  explain  to  tliem  the  broader  mean 
ing  of  this  revolutionary  maxim^  to  make  them  accept  the  pro- 
vmdms  befim  ti»  tUling  eould  bi^in. 


Women  and  the  young  element  are  expected  to  be  important 
factors  in  the  improvement  of  the  Northern  Territory  of  Lower 
Galifonua,  whose  new  rural  w^pmi^  gives  hopeful  prospects.  As 
iqpwds  tetmuitioMa  nlstiMf  — ^i^ikh  is  the  thwse  of  tMst 
Isttarw  Uttf  wBl  doubttsss  ^  ii^pvo^  wi^  tto^  dMlisai 
a  rich  and  more  densely  populated  district,  where  economic  values 
are  not  monopolized  by  a  few  large  owners,  but  where  riclies  is 
evenly  distributed  among  all  those  who  produce  it. 

The  mftintenance  of  the  rules  of  equity  and  the  observance 
ef  tiie  Law  witlio«t  diskiactioM,  psineiples  tkat  have  been 
tke  bMkbeoe  of  the  Agnrias  WoA  canied  set  by  the  Praridttt 
of  the  Republic,  are  a  safeguard  for  all  the  owners,  equally  nation- 
als or  foreigners,  as  well  as  a  security  for  the  ejido  peasants 
and  small  OTvners  of  plots  actually  under  cultivation. 

The  pmt  bulk  ol  the  pMdueiBK  population  of  two  friendly 
nations,  ^whe  are  fnided  fai  the  present  hkrimie  hour,  by  statesmoiy 
who  open  broad  perspectives  to  the  ideals  of  the  people,  will 
come  to  mutual  understanding  and  see  with  pleasure  the  progress 
of  their  parallel  actions  Thanks  to  this  mutual  comprehension, 
the  diplomatic  relations  — ^ose  necessary  c6nditi<m  is  ^  true 
backing  of  the  great  masses —  will  be  strengthened  and  will  prove 
efficient  iii  the  future. 

Oahino  Vdzquez. 
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